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Disparities in Smoking Among Kansas Adults
Income

Nearly one-third (29.9%) of adults in Kansas earning
less than $25,000 annually smoke cigarettes. One in
ﬁve (20.6%) adults earning $25,000 to less than
$50,000 annually smoke cigarettes.

Non-Hispanic Native American/Alaska Native and
non-Hispanic multi-racial adults have signiﬁcantly
higher smoking prevalence than all other racial and
ethnic groups.

Education

Disability

Adults in Kansas with less than a high school education
(34.4%), high school diploma/GED (22.1%) and some
college (16.5%) have signiﬁcantly higher smoking
prevalence than college graduates (6.1%).
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Tobacco Use in Kansas

1 in 4

Kansas high school students reported using
cigarettes, cigars, smokeless tobacco or
electronic vapor product in the past 30 days.

10.5%

Of Kansas young adults age 18-24 are
estimated to smoke cigarettes.

Case
Studies

City of Newton

Race & Ethnicity

One in four (25.0%) adults living with a disability in
Kansas smoke cigarettes, which is
signiﬁcantly higher than adults living
without a disability who smoke (13.6%).

Several studies have found
that youth are more likely
to smoke when they live or go
to school in neighborhoods with
a high density of tobacco retailers.

Tobacco retailers across the state

25

Data suggest
that if someone is
not a regular smoker
by age 25, it is highly
unlikely they will
become one.

Counties in Kansas with the highest population have the greatest number of tobacco retailers and the greatest number of tobacco
retailers per square mile; however, less populated regions have more tobacco retailers per 1,000 people.

Retailers in Kansas

• Sedgwick, Johnson, Shawnee and Wyandotte
counties have the highest number of tobacco
retailers (466, 319, 163 and 158 respectively).
Wyandotte, Johnson, Sedgwick and Shawnee
counties have more tobacco retailers per 10
square miles (10.4, 6.7, 4.7 and 3.0 respectively).
• Northwest Kansas has the highest number of
tobacco retailers per 1,000 population (1.7).
• North Central, Southeast and Southwest regions
range from 1.2 to 1.3 retailers per 1,000
population, and Northeast and South Central
have 0.7 and 0.9.

• High school students in a leadership initiative
presented a report to the City Commission on the
widespread use of e-cigarettes among their peers,
encouraging the city to raise the minimum age to
purchase tobacco to 21
• All tobacco products covered in ordinance

City of Shawnee

Policies Kansas communities could consider to curb youth access to tobacco products

Strategies

Communities can implement Tobacco Retail Licensing (TRL) laws to create a healthier retail environment.

TRL

Tobacco Retail Licensing (TRL) requires certain types of businesses to purchase
government-issued retail licenses that grant license-holding businesses permission
to sell tobacco products under certain conditions.

TRL laws could be implemented through two prominent strategies: Licensing and Zoning.

Licensing
Zoning

Licensing laws generally require businesses to obtain a license to operate a certain
type of business.
Zoning regulates how land can be used.

• City has been concerned about the growing number of
vape shops
• Adopted ordinances related to the number and location of
vape shops
• In general, ordinances included sections on deﬁnitions,
license term and fees, and distance requirements

Source information: 2020 Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance System (BRFSS) and 2019 Youth Risk Behavior Survey (YRBS).

City of Wichita

• With a retailer fee and indoor smoking ban in place since 2008, a
more recent TRL ordinance in 2018 established a $260 annual fee
for tobacco retail licenses and a $15 annual fee for each vending
machine
• In 2019, the City of Wichita updated the 2018 ordinance to raise
the minimum legal age to 21 for tobacco purchases

