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COVID vaccination events focus on young people
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COVID vaccination events
focus on young people

By Amy Gaier, Public Health Specialist,
Local Public Health, KDHE

Public health had another reason to
celebrate when the Pfizer-BioNTech
COVID-19 Vaccine received emergency
use authorization by the Food and
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Drug Administration (FDA) May 10 for
adolescents ages 12-17. The Pfizer
vaccine demonstrated 100 percent
efficacy in preventing symptomatic
COVID-19 with a low incidence and
severity of side effects in this age group.
The CDC recommends anyone
age 12 and older receive a
COVID-19 vaccine.

Health departments take
on moves during COVID

Studies on safety and efficacy are
ongoing with Janssen (Johnson &
Johnson) vaccine in adolescents.
Moderna submitted an application
June 10 for emergency use
authorization in 12- to 17-yearolds.
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To submit an item for
Public Health Connections or to
join the email list, please
email Lisa Horn at
lisa.horn@ks.gov

While the federal government
(iStockphoto.com).

See ‘COVID-19’ on page 2

Health departments take on moves during COVID
By Lisa Horn, Public Health Nurse Specialist,
Local Public Health, KDHE

Public health workers are no strangers
to a challenge – even if it means moving
during a pandemic.
Several Kansas health
departments changed
locations in the past year.
Some also expanded or
upgraded their existing
facilities. One department
director coordinated her agency’s move
with retirement on the horizon. All were
able to take advantage of new funding
opportunities to improve their home base
– benefiting anyone who walks through
their doors.
Here are the health departments KDHE
has been notified of that have moved.
(If your department is not on this list,

please contact Lisa Horn at lisa.horn@
ks.gov).
Linn County
Health
DepartmentMoved in
December 2020.
New address:
11240 Tucker Road Pleasanton, KS
66075-0456
“We were busting at the seams,” said
Tisha Coleman, Linn County Health
Department administrator.
To house new staff conducting COVID-19
case investigations and contact tracing,
the department modified its toy room and
waiting room into a “call center.”
In the old building, “Confidentiality was
See ‘Building’ on page 6
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A COVID-19 testing and vaccination event was held at the Kansas Speedway June 4 and 5. Participants who were tested or vaccinated
could drive their personal vehicle around the track. (Beth Gunsalus).

COVID-19 vaccinations provide an incentive for return to ‘normal’
Continued from page 1

and KDHE have standing
orders for anyone age
12 and older to receive
a COVID vaccine,
parental consent is
critical. National and state
pediatric associations now
recommend physicians
promote COVID vaccine
with parents.
KDHE recently cited a
May 2021 survey from the
COVID Collaborative, Ad
Council and the Council
of the Great City Schools
showing that a majority
(61 percent) of parents
do plan to vaccinate
all of their children.
Twenty-seven percent
will not vaccinate any
of their children and 12
percent remain mixed or
undecided.
From schools closing to
outbreaks at childcare
sites, social distancing
in the classroom to
mandatory quarantines,
safe practices and
rehearsals to limits on
cheering in the stands,
COVID mitigation has
taken a toll on children

and parents. For providers
who want to improve
parental acceptance
of COVID vaccination
for their children,
communications experts
recommend leading with
the positives:
•

After your child is fully
vaccinated against
COVID-19, your family
may be able to start
doing some things
that you stopped
doing because of the
pandemic

•

The COVID vaccine is
safe

•

The COVID vaccine is
effective

•

You will not be
charged for your
child’s COVID vaccine.

And now that the days
are getting longer – and
kids can’t wait to be
outside again – summer
2021 is an ideal time to
plan a youth-oriented
COVID vaccine event in
your local community.
The Riley County Health
Department did just that
when they vaccinated 453
people at a youth vaccine

clinic May 20.
The event featured music,
vendors and prizes for
youth who received a
COVID vaccine.
More than 60 local
organizations and
businesses donated
items, gift cards and
prizes said Renee
Lucas, Riley County
Emergency Preparedness
Coordinator.
“I was really amazed at
how many people wanted
to be a part of this event,”
she said. “I learned that if
you ask, the community
will pull through in big
ways.
These businesses
welcomed a chance
to be ‘visible’ to their
communities again.”
Riley County wanted
to make the event fun
for children getting
vaccinated and the rest of
their families.
“Their lives and everyday
activities have been
completely flipped upside
down since COVID
began,” Lucas said. “This
was an opportunity to

make them feel like they
mattered, too.”
If offering a COVID-19
vaccine event for children,
it’s easy to include adults.
Are there any additional
activities or services
focusing on adolescents
your organization could
provide at an event like
this? What about walk-up
COVID testing?
An event at the Kansas
Speedway June 4
and 5 combined both
vaccinations and testing.
Participants with valid
driver licenses, a vehicle
registered in their name
and valid insurance
who either got tested
or vaccinated had the
chance to drive around
the track. Sixteen and
17-year-old drivers were
also eligible with parental
consent.
The event was a joint
effort between the
University of Kansas
Health System, the Unified
Government (Wyandotte
County) Public Health
Department and KDHE.
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News & Resources
Make vaccine experience more welcoming for people with autism
Based on research and standards in the autism and disability fields, Autism Speaks developed the Autism Friendly
Vaccine Experience Tool Kit to guide vaccine site staff on how to welcome to people with autism and related
conditions. The tool kit is also available in Spanish. The Autism Speaks Autism Friendly Vaccine Experience Tool
Kits were produced with the support of AshBritt, Inc. a national provider of emergency response services including
COVID-19 vaccination sites.

KDHE launches secondhand and thirdhand smoke/vapor campaign
The Kansas Department of Health and Environment’s (KDHE) Community Health
Promotion section has developed a social media campaign to educate parents
about the harms of secondhand and thirdhand smoke/vapor for their children, and
to promote the Kansas Tobacco Quitline to help them quit smoking and vaping. The
campaign includes a couple posts each month until September 2021. Please follow
KDHE on Facebook and Instagram, like and engage with these posts and share them with your audiences and
partners.The first post was appeared May 24 and highlights that exposure to secondhand smoke can trigger an
asthma attack.

Free elementary and middle school curriculum addresses opioid crisis
The Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA), in collaboration with Discovery Education and the National Indian
Education Association, announces the launch of Good Medicine Bundles as part of Operation Prevention.
Good Medicine Bundles is a set of hands-on, science-based, standards-aligned resources for elementary and
middle school students to address the nation’s opioid crisis and encourage resiliency through a Native approach to
balance and wellness.
Wichita State University Community Engagement Institute and DCCCA have partnered to make this free online
curriculum available to Kansas communities. It includes classroom activities, an educator’s guide, and shareable
PowerPoint presentations for elementary and middle school students. It is also available via a self-paced module.
If you are interested in collaborating and/or receiving support to implement Operation Prevention, please email
Gabriela Hernandez. For more information, click here.

NACCHO document outlines proposed limits on public health authority
In recent months, at least 15 state legislatures have passed or are considering
measures to limit severely the legal authority of public health agencies to protect the
public from serious illness, injury, and death.
The report, “Proposed Limits on Public Health Authority: Dangerous for Public
Health,” provides a brief history of public health authority and an overview of the
forces seeking to limit public health authority around the country. It offers examples
of specific laws that would limit public health authority and key arguments to counter
proposed legislation. It is intended as a resource for public health officials, advocates
and policymakers.
Click here to read the 12-page report.
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Mini grants available to assist with COVID-19 testing initiatives
The RADx-UP CDCC Community Collaboration Mini-Grant Program is open to community serving organizations,
faith-based organizations and tribal nations and organizations to help advance capacity, training, support and
community experience with COVID-19 testing initiatives. Read more here. To download program materials in
Spanish, click here; for Mandarin Chinese, click here. To learn more about the mini-grant program check out this
1-hour webinar which provides an overview of RADx-UP, the CDCC and the mini-grant program, as well as answers
to questions about the application process. To download the webinar slides, click here.
The RADx-UP CDCC Rapid Research Pilot Program is also open to universities and non-profits both within and
outside of the RADx-UP network and will support the implementation of novel or emerging testing technologies in
communities – read more here. To learn more about the Rapid Research Pilot Program, click here to download an
informational slide deck which provides an overview of RADx-UP, the CDCC and the Rapid Research Pilot Program,
as well as answers to questions about the application process.
•

Remaining letter of interest due dates: July 19 and Oct. 22

•

Remaining full application due dates: June 18, Aug. 13 and Nov. 12

•

Remaining expected notice of selection dates: July 26, Sept. 24 and Dec. 20.

KDHE’s Bureau of Oral Health pilots patient education program
Tooth decay is the most chronic childhood disease and it is almost 100 percent preventable. The American Dental
Association recommends that the first dental visit take place within six months after the
first tooth appears, but no later than a child’s first birthday. The KDHE Bureau of Oral
Health is mailing welcome boxes as part of a new health education pilot program. The
boxes include:
•

An oral health curriculum that can be used during dietary appointments

•

Patient education pamphlets for mothers and children in both English and Spanish

•

50 toothbrush kits. Kits contain a combination of an infant finger brush, a toddler
toothbrush, a youth toothbrush, toothpaste, dental floss and a coloring book

•

Two KDHE tumblers.

If your department is in need of more supplies, please email the Bureau of Oral Health at kboh@ks.gov.

Attend a second quarter public health meeting in June
The second quarter public
health meetings are in
full swing. Remaining
meetings are from 1 to
3 p.m. June 17 and 10
a.m. to noon
June 29. Meetings
are on Zoom.
The presentations
are:
•

“Maintaining Public
Health’s Visibility
Post COVID-19”Since the COVID-19
pandemic began,
the work of public

health departments
has been in the
limelight unlike ever
before. But once the
pandemic is over, how
does public health
stay visible to
decisionmakers
and its
community?
Presenters: Bruce
Chladny, director,
Kansas Association
of Counties; Kimberly
Qualls, education
& communications

director, Kansas
Association of
Counties; and Sonja
Armbruster, health
sciences educator,
Department of Public
Health Sciences,
College of Health
Professions, Wichita
State University.
•

“The Latest on the
Statewide Health
Assessment/Health
Plan”- Now, more
than ever, we need
to take stock of the

top issues facing
Kansans today.
There’s a role for
everyone in this work.
And it’s not too late to
get involved!
Presenter: Annie
Gile, performance
improvement
manager, KDHE.
To register for a
meeting and for
more info, go to
Kansas TRAIN and
use course number
1097843.

4.

Kansas Disability and Health Program offers free oral health resources
According to the Kansas Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance System, 46.2 percent of Kansans with disabilities did
not visit a dentist in 2017, and 54.5 percent of Kansans with disabilities have had at least one tooth removed. In
partnership with Oral Health Kansas, the Kansas Disability and Health Program offers two oral health resources,
“Changing it Up” and “Resources for Adaptive Aids,” to help people with limited mobility practice good oral hygiene.
“Changing it Up” offers tips for spitting and swallowing, putting toothpaste on a toothbrush, flossing and other
activities that can be complicated by limited mobility. “Resources for Adaptive Aids” talks about specialty
toothbrushes, adaptive toothbrush devices and specialty toothpaste, such as non-foaming toothpaste, that can make
good oral hygiene easier for people with limited mobility.
Both documents are available for download at no cost and an order form for free hard copies is available here.

Feedback needed to improve lead poisoning prevention work
Lead poisoning is entirely preventable through early case identification and intervention. However, the number of
children tested remains low, with fewer than 10 percent of children in the United States younger than age 6 being
tested in recent years. Children of lower socioeconomic status are more likely to live
in older homes that may be in disrepair and contain at least one lead-based paint
hazard. More than 200,000 children are enrolled in Medicaid in Kansas. Of those
enrolled, only around 10 percent have received a lead screening and this proportion
has remained stagnant over the last decade.
The Kansas Department of Health and Environment’s (KDHE) Childhood Lead
Poisoning Prevention Program (CLPPP) is working to increase the number of
Medicaid-enrolled children who receive the recommended blood lead screening. To
support that effort, CLPPP has engaged the Wichita State University’s Community
Engagement Institute to conduct a statewide provider needs assessment to identify the individual, community and
institutional barriers to achieving better screening practices.
Your input is needed for upcoming focus groups. If you’d like to participate in a focus group to discuss how we can
work together to improve lead poisoning prevention work in Kansas, please contact Dr. Sarah Jolley with Wichita
State University by email or phone at (316) 978-5487.

MMWR article explores urban and rural disparities in COVID vaccine coverage
Residents of rural communities are at increased risk for severe COVID-19-associated morbidity and mortality. In
September 2020, COVID-19 incidence (cases per 100,000 population) in rural counties surpassed that of urban
counties. A new “Morbidity and Mortality Weekly Report” article from the CDC shows that COVID-19 vaccination
coverage was lower in rural counties (38.9 percent) than in urban counties (45.7 percent) and that disparities
persisted among age groups and by sex. Click here for the full article.
Click here for the Rural Community Toolkit to learn how to increase vaccine confidence among rural populations.
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Building moves allow departments to better serve clients
Continued from page 1

very difficult… and if people came in for visits, we had to
work around other program schedules for that purpose,”
Coleman said.
Linn County Emergency Management, Information
Technology, the Linn County Clerk and commissioners
helped support the project, with Public Works and
county employees renovating the inside of the former
pharmacy, along with contract work.
The new facility provides plenty of enclosed storage
and more parking as well as the ability to do drive-in/
drive-through testing and large vaccination clinics. The
building has four bathrooms, eight offices, two exam
rooms, a medical records room, a lab, a waiting area, a
small kitchen, conference room, a “Lactation Lounge”
and sits on approximately about 4-5 acres of land.
County employees assisted with the move over the
course of two days.
“We very much love our new location,” Coleman said.
“It’s so much better now!”
Jewell County Health Department- Moved January
2021.
New address: 102 S. Center St. Mankato, KS 66956
The Jewell County Health Department moved from the
basement of the county courthouse (two rooms total
with no door in between) to a former rural health clinic in
Mankato.
The courthouse location was
so small that there was no
privacy for WIC clients or a
place to immunize (that wasn’t
in front of everyone), said Nancy
Marihugh, Jewell County Health
Department administrator.
The department now has a dedicated room for WIC,
a room for telehealth services currently being planned
with a local mental health provider, offices for home
health and several rooms for immunizations.
“We have run all our COVID vaccine clinics through the
health department, so the larger space has really been
helpful with that,” Marihugh said. “Unfortunately, we
moved at the worst time ever being in the middle of the
pandemic. We’re still trying to find things.”
Hodgeman County Health Department- Moved
January 2021.
New address: 309 Main St. Jetmore, KS 67854

The Hodgeman County Health Department moved from
600 square feet of office space at the county courthouse
to its own building that is approximately 2,700 square
feet.
“My second nurse and I now
have our own offices, two exam
rooms, expanded services
and (are) working to add more
services in the next grant cycle,”
said Jenette Schuette, health
department administrator.
Prior to the COVID-19 pandemic, Schuette had been
working with the Hodgeman County Commission to
purchase the building and had applied for funding
to help with renovations. They received a grant from
the Sunderland Foundation and were also approved
for some county CARES Act funding to complete the
renovations.
“It was a challenge to be dealing with COVID and
building/renovation issues at the same time, but we
have had so many residents that have been to the new
health department that have commented how much we
needed a larger space,” Schuette said.
This September, the health department will mark its
50th anniversary providing services in Hodgeman
County.
Seward County Health Department- Moved in
February 2021.
New address: 1411 W. 15th St. Suite 102 Liberal, KS
67901
Each of the Seward County Health Department’s largest
programs have their own floor in the new building, which
used to house medical offices.
The agency’s old location had
three clinic rooms and they now
have six. Three of those rooms
are dedicated to COVID-19
testing and vaccinations.
“The health department’s new building is great for
elevating the services we offer to the community,” said
Martha Brown, Seward County Health Department
director, who will retire in September. “The staff have
separate spaces to work that are updated and better
serve our clients.”
Parking is also plentiful and a bus stop is right out front.
The building is also close to neighborhoods and walking
paths.
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Upcoming Trainings & Conferences
2021 Kansas School Nurse Conference scheduled for July 19-22
Registration is now open for the Kansas School Nurse Conference July 19-22.
The KSN Conference General Session will be virtual. Attendees will receive 15 (or more)
contact hours over the course of three days, from July 20-22, including three keynotes and
five breakout sessions. General Session registrants will have access to all materials for
one year following the conference.
General session pricing is as follows:
•

Regular price - KSNO Members: $150; Non-members: $200

•

Premium Pass - KSNO Members: $215; Non-members: $265.

The KSN Conference New Nurse Orientation will be held both in-person and virtually in a “hybrid” event on July 19. A
limited number of new nurse registrants may attend in-person at the Hyatt Regency Wichita. In-person attendance is
first-come, first-served until the limit is reached. All new nurse orientation sessions will be live-streamed to the virtual
conference platform for an unlimited number of virtual attendees. New nurse attendees will receive 7.8 contact hours
and pricing is $110 for either in-person or virtual attendance.
This year’s sessions will feature experts in the fields of school nursing, prevention and public health, including a
Kansas COVID Workgroup panel, diagnosing and treating seizures during remote learning, mental health, unpacking
the statewide obesity toolkit and much more.
Click here for more info including the conference brochure and a funding suggestion to cover registration.

Incentives provided for parents attending virtual Parent Leadership Conference
Starting July 1, watch recorded sessions, visit exhibit booths, learn from Advocacy in Action parents and network
with other parents during the free virtual Parent Leadership Conference. Keynotes will be hosted July 27 and 28 in a
live format beginning at 6:30 p.m. each evening. After each keynote speech, presenters from the recorded sessions
will be available for live question and answer sessions. At 6:30 p.m. July 29, the conference will host a Parent Café
on Positive Childhood Experiences followed by Parent Testimony, wrap up and closing.
Conference partners are: Families Together, Inc., Kansas Children’s Cabinet & Trust Fund, Kansas Children’s
Service League, Kansas Department for Children and Families, Kansas Department of Health and Environment,
Kansas Head Start Association, Kansas State Department of Education, Kansas Parent Information Resource
Center and the Kansas Parent Leadership Advisory Council.
Incentives will be provided to parents who attend all three of the live evening sessions. If you have questions, please
contact pinwheels@kcsl.org. To see full conference details and to register, click here.

Webinar series explores Kansas farmworker program, available grants
Past and upcoming webinars from the Kansas Office of Primary Care and Rural
Health’s “Navigating Rural Health Resources” series highlight state and federal
programs relevant to rural and underserved Kansas with the goal of connecting
providers and communities to useful resources and tools.
The most recent webinar featured information on the Kansas Statewide
Farmworker Health program and USDA rural development grants and funding opportunities. To view this and other
past webinars or register for upcoming webinars, click here.
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Scholarships available for perinatal mental health provider training
Virtual perinatal mental health provider trainings are planned in August and September and scholarships are available.
The deadline to apply for a scholarship is June 15. Continuing education hours are available. Please email kcc@
ku.edu with any questions.
The trainings are:
• Aug. 20-21- “PMAD: Components of Care.” This session presents an evidence-based curriculum for the
assessment and treatment of perinatal mood and anxiety disorders (PMADs). Click here for more info and to
register.
• Sept. 18- “Advanced Perinatal Mental Health Psychotherapy.” This training, for mental health and
psychotherapy providers covers: differential diagnosis, evidence-based psychotherapeutic approaches and
advanced therapeutic issues. Click here for more info and to register.
• Sept. 18- “Advanced Perinatal Mental Health Psychopharmacology.” This training for prescribing providers
covers psychiatric pharmacology during pregnancy and lactation with a focus on differential diagnosis, medication
challenges, case examples and research on medication safety. Click here for more info and to register.

KALHD Mid-Year Meeting planned for June 15-16 in Wichita
The 2021 KALHD Mid-Year Meeting will be June 15-16 at The Vail in Wichita (across the street from the Hotel at Old
Town). You can find hotel block details and the current planned program line-up in the agenda.
Presentations include topics on a local health department survey library project, crisis and emergency risk
communication, Kansas Health Matters, ESSENCE, positioning your department as chief health strategist and state
formula survey results. See the agenda for more info on the presentations.
A KALHD business meeting also will be held. Pre-registration is closed, but you may register in-person at the event.
Contact Dennis Kriesel at KALHD with questiions.

Sign up today for the Local Health Department New Leader Orientation
Are you a new health department director or other key department leader? Would it be helpful to meet others
in similar positions and learn about key components to your role? Join Wichita State University, KDHE and
the Kansas Association of Local Health Departments (KALHD) for the Local Health Department New Leader
Orientation.
Topics can include but are not limited to:
• Public Health 101
• Day to Day Roles, Responsibilities and Operations
• Local and System Partners
• Public Health Models
• Key Skills for Leaders.
Dates for the virtual sessions are:
• 9:30 to 11 a.m., Tuesday, July 27
• 2:30 to 4 p.m., Thursday, Aug. 12
• 9:30 to 11 a.m. Friday, Aug. 27
• 2:30 to 4 p.m. Monday, Sept. 13
• 9:30 to 11 a.m., Wednesday, Sept. 29.
For more information or to register, click here. The deadline to sign up is June 30. Please contact Jessica Smith
at jessica.smith@wichita.edu with any questions.

8.

Free virtual workshop details Zero Suicide model
The KDHE Zero Suicide Program and Zero Suicide Institute announce the upcoming Zero
Suicide Workshop from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. June 30. The free workshop provides a
one day, virtual overview of the Zero Suicide Model.
The foundational belief of Zero Suicide is that suicide deaths for individuals under the
care of health and behavioral health systems are preventable. For systems dedicated to
improving patient safety, Zero Suicide presents an aspirational challenge and practical
framework for system-wide transformation toward safer suicide care. A holistic and
systematic approach to quality improvement, Zero Suicide is both a bold goal and an aspirational challenge.
Those who are interested expanding suicide prevention efforts in Kansas are are encouraged to attend. A certificate
of attendance will be provided. Click here to learn more and to register. The deadline to register is June 18.

KU AHEC schedules hearing and vision screening trainings
The KU Medical Center Area Health Education Center has scheduled hearing and vision screening trainings for 2021.
Registration is currently open for the July 12 Hearing Screening Level 1 & 2 Renewal Course in Hays:
• Level 1 Recertification
• Level 2 Recertification
Please check KU AHEC’s online calendar for when registration opens for these dates (around mid-June):
• Sept. 10- Vision Screening (Kansas City)
• Sept. 17- Vision Screening (Wichita)
• Sept. 23-24- Hearing Screening Level 1 (Lawrence)
• Oct. 7-8- Hearing Screening Level 2 (Lawrence)
• Oct. 18-19- Hearing Screening Level 1 (Lawrence)
• Nov. 18-19- Hearing Screening Level 2 (Lawrence).
If you would like to sign up to receive email blasts for all AHEC events, please visit this page and click on “CE Mailing
List” to sign up to receive CE offering notifications via your email.
For questions on these trainings, please contact the KU AHEC Statewide Office at (620) 235-4040.

Job Postings
City-Cowley County Health Department

Shawnee County Health Department

Public Health Nurse

Family Health Division Manager

Flint Hills Community Health Center

Registered Nurse in Nurse-Family Partnership

Environmental Health Specialist

Accountant II

Kansas Department of Health & Environment

Social Worker – BSW

Physical Activity & Nutrition Manager
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