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The current COVID-19
pandemic in Kansas
by the Secretary of the
Kansas Department
of Health and
Environment Dr. Lee Norman
Improving school and community

cultures to prevent school
violence and suicides presented
by Craig Scott, a survivor of the
Columbine High School mass
shooting
• Lessons learned from
disaster response around the
world by risk communication
specialist, Dr. Vincent Covello
• Strategies to ensure
governmental public health is
well-prepared for present and
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Wyandotte County becomes
accredited health department
Congratulations to the Unified Government
(Wyandotte County) Public Health
Department which received accreditation
from the Public Health Accreditation Board
(PHAB) recently. The accreditation is for five
years with annual reviews and suggestions
for continued improvement.
The ultimate purpose of going through the
accreditation process, said Juliann VanLiew,
UGPHD director, is to become a higher
performing health department.
“Our ability to respond to the COVID-19
pandemic has proven to me that
accreditation has done just that,” she said.
“... We are excited to continue to work
toward being a better health department
– the health department our community
deserves.”

Overcoming
vaccine hesitancy
By Amy Gaier, Public Health Specialist,
Local Public Health

Local Health Departments
(LHDs), pediatricians and other
health care providers have been
confronting vaccine hesitancy
for decades. COVID-19 vaccine
hesitancy, however, presents a
uniquely serious threat: experts
estimate the benefits of herd
immunity will be reached only
when 75 to 80 percent of the
See ‘Vaccine’ on page 2
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Vaccine acceptance vital to ensure ‘return to normal’
Continued from page 1

population has been vaccinated for
COVID-19. However, much is still
to be learned on how long immunity
lasts after someone has had
COVID-19, whether those who have
had COVID-19 can still transmit the
disease if exposed again, etc. Wide
vaccine acceptance will be vital to
ensuring our overall population has
the highest chance of a return to
“normal.”
The World Health Organization
(WHO) defines vaccine hesitance
as a “delay in acceptance or refusal
of vaccines despite availability of
vaccination services.” In January
2019, the World Health Organization

declared vaccine hesitancy as one of
the top 10 global health threats.
COVID-19 vaccine hesitancy among
important populations constitutes
a serious hurdle. Early vaccine
data suggests that many of the
populations most at risk of acquiring
COVID-19, getting very sick from
COVID-19 and dying from COVID-19
are some of those with a history of
oppression, neglect and abuse from
the systems the United States is now
relying on to deliver vaccine. How
can we address this discrepancy?
Experts suggest vaccine hesitancy
can be attributed to – and addressed
with – messages and systems that
confront the 3 Cs – Confidence,

Complacency and Convenience.
•

Confidence = Trust in the
vaccine/trust in the provider

•

Complacency = Lack of
perceived need for vaccine/
perceived value of the vaccine to
combat the disease

•

Convenience = Vaccine is
accessible (easy to find, easy
to get when/where I need it,
affordable).

The Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention recommends that
professionals focus on asking
questions and listening to find out
what is behind someone’s hesitance.
It might be an easy fix!

Vaccine Hesitancy Resources
CDC Morbidity/Mortality Weekly Report on Vaccine Hesitance
This report highlights who has the highest estimates of non-intent to
receive the COVID-19 vaccination. Click here to find out more.

COVID-19 Vaccine Hesitancy Among Kansas Adults
The Kansas Health Institute’s latest “Pulse on Kansas” issue explores
who in Kansas intends to be vaccinated or is uncertain and the barriers
preventing Kansans from being vaccinated. Click here to read the
report.

Fireside Chat with Dr. Anthony Fauci
Join the COVID Collaborative with Dr. Anthony Fauci to learn about the
Biden administration’s approach to the pandemic here.
How Nurses and Medical Assistants Can Foster a Culture of
Immunization in the Practice
Earn continuing education units (CEUs) by watching this video from the
CDC, which can help with promoting all vaccinations.

Johns Hopkins University’s Equity in Vaccination: A Plan to
Work with Communities of Color Toward COVID-19 Recovery and
Beyond
Equity is the center of the 10 Essential Public Health Services. Click
here to find out how to develop an equitable COVID-19 recovery.

The de Beaumont Foundation - Vaccine Hesitancy
Take a look at the de Beaumont Foundation’s cheat sheet to improving
vaccine acceptance here.
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Outstanding public health contributors honored by KPHA
The Kansas Public Health Association (KPHA) honored seven individuals and one organization for outstanding
contributions to public health in the association’s annual awards during its recent virtual annual conference.
“We congratulate all our honorees for their dedicated efforts to advance the health of the people of Kansas,” said
Daniel Craig, past KPHA president. “They represent many ways that people can work to make our communities
healthier.”
Elizabeth Ablah, PhD, MPH, of the University of Kansas School of Medicine-Wichita, received the
Samuel J. Crumbine Medal, KPHA’s highest award, in recognition of meritorious service toward the
improvement of the health of Kansans and the state’s environment. A professor in the Department of
Population Health, her research has focused on how policies, systems and environments can foster
cultures of health. She is the leader of WorkWell KS, a worksite initiative that partners with businesses
and organizations to provide resources for creating, supporting and promoting workplace and
employee health and wellness initiatives.
Gov. Laura Kelly was honored as Public Health Policymaker of the Year for her support and
acknowledgement of the importance of strong public health systems. She was sworn in as the 48th
governor of the Kansas in January 2019 after serving for four years in the Kansas Senate. She
previously was the longtime leader of the Kansas Recreation and Park Association.
Lee Norman, MD, secretary of the Kansas Department of Health and Environment (KDHE), was
recognized with the President’s Award honoring his special accomplishments leading public health
in the state during the COVID-19 crisis. Dr. Norman was appointed KDHE secretary in January 2019
after serving as senior vice president and chief medical officer of the University of Kansas Health
System.
Phil Griffin, director of the KDHE Bureau of Disease Control and Prevention, received the COVID-19
Special Service Award for his efforts in fighting COVID-19 in Kansas’ correctional facilities, especially
for assessing and responding to a March 2020 outbreak at the Lansing Correctional Facility in
Leavenworth County.
Sheryl Pierce, RN, administrator of the Doniphan County Health Department in Troy, was honored
with the Dorothy Woodin Nursing Award. In her 36 years as administrator, she has played a key role in
the development of public health programs including maternal child health home visitor, childhood lead
poisoning prevention, immunizations, physical assessments, communicable disease, environmental
health, chronic disease screening and education and more.
Sherry Chapman, LSCSW, RPT, of Derby, received the Jane Addams Social Work Award for
her efforts in advancing social work services for children, youth and adults. She has served as a
psychotherapist in private practice, taught at Wichita State University and served as executive director
of Children First: CEO Kansas, an organization that provides social work support and experiential
learning to low-income students.
Megan Katt, RDN, LD, CHWP, of Kansas State University, was named winner of the Virginia Lockhart
Health Education Award. As an educator with the Lafene Health Center at the university, she is the
advisor to the WellCAT Ambassadors, a group of student peer-to-peer health educators. She has
launched several new programs including one on alcohol education.
See ‘Awards’ on page 4
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Commissioner takes
a hands-on approach
to COVID-19 response
Kansas Association of Counties
— Special to Connections

Heroes are born out
of times of adversity.
Sherman County
Commissioner John Topliff
is such a hero. In late
September, Commissioner
Topliff (whose term ended
in January) spoke with the
Sherman County Health
Department staff about a
potential building addition
project in response to
COVID-19. From those
conversations, a project
was born — to construct
a drive-through garage
addition to the existing
health department
building, spearheaded
by Topliff himself. Topliff,
who also served as
commission chairman,
designed the blueprints for
the new addition.
He spoke with his fellow
commissioners in-depth
about the project details
so they could make an
informed unified decision.
The drive-through facility
project passed and was
put out for county bid.

The project construction
bids that came in were
more than the proposed
budget. Seeing this
and based on his past
construction experience,
Topliff took the project
on himself - literally. He
helped construct the
drive-through facility,
along with the help of his
brother, Randy Topliff.
Construction on the
$60,000 facility began in
late November.
The drive-through clinic
features a wood pole barn
structure that offers 1,200
total square feet. (32 feet
by 40 feet, with 14 foot
sidewalls) and two garage
doors to accommodate an
ambulance or fire truck.
“He has bent over
backward to construct a
drive-through facility at
our health department
location. He has actively
volunteered his time to
literally construct this
facility for us to help
provide drive-through
COVID-19 testing,
vaccinations and a

The construction crew included, left to right: Noe Musquez,
community volunteer; John Topliff, Sherman County Commissioner;
Carol Topliff, John’s wife; and Randy Topliff, John’s brother. Bob
Madison, community volunteer also assisted (not pictured).

needed health care
supplies delivery location,”
said Jennifer Cure,
Sherman County Health
Department Administrator.
“In the future, this site
will also be available to
provide drive-through flu
and other vaccination
clinics.”
Lead by example is
Topliff’s motto.
“I am a lead from the front,
roll up my sleeves and get
it done leader,” he said.
“There are lots of good
ideas floated, but it takes
follow through to make a
good idea a reality.”

“In this time of unrest, it’s
a great example of how
a leader takes action and
how a community can
come together,” Cure said.
Topliff’s drive-through
facility “gift” will benefit
the health and quality of
life for Sherman County
residents in the weeks
and months to come, and
for many years into the
future.
Fire alarms and a
decontamination sink
were recently installed
and the county officially
opened the facility at the
beginning of March.

Awards honor public health champions from around the state
Continued from page 3
The Community Disaster Resiliency Network of the Mid-America Regional Council (MARC)
was honored with the Corporate Public Health Service Award. Since the onset of the COVID-19
pandemic, the network has brought together a wide range of organizations to link services with
the special needs of those impacted by the crisis.
The Kansas Public Health Association (KPHA) is the oldest and largest organization of public health professionals in
the state, representing more than 800 members from more than 50 occupations and organizations. KPHA provides
professional education and support in the field of public health and works to improve personal and environmental
health. Among its goals are attracting federal and state funding for health programs, improving pollution control,
advancing programs and policies on chronic and infectious diseases and more. The association website is: https://
kpha.us/
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Farmworker health program seeks council members
The Kansas Statewide
Farmworker Health
Program
(KSFHP) is
recruiting new
members for
its Advisory
Council. Health
department administrators
and other interested
community members are
encouraged to apply.
KSFHP is a statewide,
voucher-based program
that provides primary

medical and dental care,
behavioral health and
social services.
Services are high
quality, low cost
and culturally
appropriate for
farmworkers and
their families. KSFHP is
required to assure that
the whole community
of farmworker patients
are represented on the
Advisory Council.
Advisory council volunteer

description:
• Be a voice for Kansas
farmworkers and their
families
• Regularly attend onehour monthly virtual (or
in person) meetings
to help select KSFHP
services and locations
of services (meetings
are the second
Monday of the month
from noon to 1 p.m.)
• Evaluate KSFHP
progress in program

•
•
•

and financial goals
Approve grant
applications and
annual budgets
Participate in annual
strategic planning
Attend annual meeting.

Contact Heather Driver
at Heather.Driver@
ks.gov for an application.
The application will be
reviewed by the advisory
council. Interpretation
services are available.

Program seeks info on Kansas recreational opportunities
(such as a trail
that is barrierfree for people
with mobility
limitations,
a sensory
garden
for people
with visual
disabilities,
a nature
program that
provides sign
language
interpreters or Rockefeller Prairie Trail in Lawrence, Kan., is paved and provides
a playground an accessible restroom and parking.
that is
https://kusurvey.ca1.qualtrics.com/
accessible to all children).
jfe/form/SV_2c2bPgwh0PLrarb

Kansas Disability and Health Program —
Special to Connections

As the weather warms and spring
approaches, we all look forward
to getting out and enjoying some
outdoor activities. This is especially
important since the pandemic has
limited indoor events and social
connections.
Both outdoor and indoor recreation
is important for good physical and
mental health. For people with
disabilities, however, barriers often
prevent opportunities to commune
with nature, gain physical activity or
simply enjoy time with others.
Research shows that lack of
information about accessible
opportunities is a significant barrier.
To address this problem, the Kansas
Disability and Health Program is
compiling an online resource of
accessible recreation opportunities
in Kansas. Our goal is to inform
people with disabilities of all ages
and with all types of disabilities
of ways that they can recreate in
their communities. The resource
will provide information on Kansas
programs, parks or sites that:
•

Are open to all, but have features
that make them accessible or
usable by people with disabilities

OR
•

Target people with specific
disabilities (such as beep
baseball programs for people
with visual disabilities,
wheelchair basketball programs
or horseback-riding programs for
people with intellectual and/or
developmental disabilities).

We need your help to identify more
accessible recreational opportunities
across the state. Please complete
the survey to inform us of additional
entries or pass it along to others who
have information to share:

Contact information is especially
important so that we can follow
through to gain details for the
resource.
You may also contact Dot Nary
at the Kansas Disability and
Health Program at dotn@ku.edu
with information about additional
opportunities. Thanks in advance for
helping us to inform Kansans with
disabilities about their recreation
options!
The Accessible Recreation
Opportunities resource can be
found at the Kansas DHP website.
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News & Resources
Ethics recommendations during the pandemic
UNC and NACCHO have partnered to support the Pandemic Ethics Dashboard. The Guidelines for Government
page recognizes ethical questions that arise in policy decisions and implementation for public health. The page
includes topics such as vaccination, gathering evidence to inform policies, collaboration with other governments and
institutions, communication with the public and more. Click here to view the Pandemic Ethics Dashboard’s list of
common ethical issues and recommendations for ethical action.

Aligning businesses with public health
One lesson learned from COVID-19 is that public health does not exist in isolation. We
know health exists beyond the doctor’s office and is affected by where we work, live and
play, but how do we build cross-sector partnerships to strengthen public health? The
interdependency of business and community health highlight a potential collaboration for
public health officials to focus on. You can learn more about the seven recommendations
for businesses and local health leaders to work together by clicking here.

KDHE launches breastfeeding social media campaign
The Kansas Department of Health and Environment’s (KDHE) Community Health Promotion and Nutrition
and WIC Services have teamed up to develop a social media campaign promoting the importance of
breastfeeding across KDHE’s social media platforms. The campaign includes several posts each month
with information about the health benefits of breastfeeding for both the mother and child, where to find more
information and resources on the topic and data on breastfeeding rates in Kansas. KDHE is devoted to
spreading these messages to reach Kansans far and wide, but we need your help. Please follow KDHE on
Facebook and Instagram and share these posts with your audience.

‘Tackling Equity and Leadership’ podcast series addresses advocacy
The Midwestern Public Health Training Center has created podcasts on a variety of topics to include rural public
health, COVID-19 and a 10-part series on “Tackling Equity and Leadership.” Since the Kansas Legislature is in
session, now might be a good time to revisit advocacy. In this series, we explore why advocacy is important for
public health, how to do it and hear lessons from public health practitioners, elected officials
and other advocates.

•

Episodes include:
•
“Overcoming Public Health’s Humility” Listen, Transcript
•
“Celebrate Every Win” (featuring Kansan Becky Tuttle, City of Wichita councilmember)
Listen, Transcript
•
“We Have to Ask for What We Need” (featuring Kansan Dennis Kriesel, Kansas
Association of Local Health Departments executive director) Listen, Transcript
“Change Comes Through Relationships” Listen, Transcript.
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Upcoming Trainings & Conferences
Save the date for the Tribal Public Health Conference, April 20-22
This virtual Tribal Public Health Conference spans three days, from April 20-22, and explores a vast array of
content. The conference will feature key note speakers such as Dr. Dolores BigFoot, Dr. Abigail Echo-Hawk, Dr.
David Epsy, Dr. Ursula Bear, and the YAS (Youth Advisory Subcommittee) panel. The conference will offer various
sessions to explore how resiliency can become a practice in Indigenous communities. Sessions include Missing
Murdered Indigenous Women and Girls (MMIWG), Kansas Tribal Food Systems, Cultural Approaches to Healing
and more. For more information and to register, click here.

Prevention WorKS meets in April to discuss supporting youth groups
PreventionWorKS is a statewide Behavioral Health Prevention Coalition with members from across Kansas.
PreventionWorKS meets quarterly and focuses on five identified purposes: Connection, Voice, Synergy,
Empowerment and Integration. You can learn more about PreventionWorKS by clicking here.The next virtual
PreventionWorKS, “Adults Supporting Youth Groups,” is April 15 from 10 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. You can register by
following this link.

Perinatal Behavioral Health ECHO Series kicks off in April
The total effects of the pandemic remain incalculable, yet emerging evidence suggests mental health and
substance use disorders are on the rise. This is especially concerning for the perinatal population where the
physical effects of these disorders may impact both woman and child. Registration is now open for the Kansas
Connecting Communities (KCC) Project ECHO Series. The series will be held on Wednesdays in April focusing on
“Perinatal Behavioral Health: Access to Care, COVID-19 and Beyond.”
Sessions will be held from noon to 1 p.m. and they are:
April 7: “Frontline Medical Providers’ Roles in Treating Perinatal Behavioral Health Disorders,” Faith Butler, MD
April 14: “Medication Therapy for Maternal Behavioral Health,” Amber Lucas, Pharm.D., M.B.A., BCPS, FASHP
April 21: “Coordinating Integrated Perinatal Care Across Provider Teams,” Terrah Stroda, CNM
April 28: “A Post-Pandemic Outlook & Response to Perinatal Behavioral Health Conditions,” Melissa Hoffman,
APRN, DNP, PMHNP-BC
There is no cost to participate in this series, however, pre-registration is required. Register here.

Kansas TRAIN: COVID-19 vaccination training plan for providers
You’ve just hired new staff to give vaccinations who have never done this
before (or maybe it’s been a while). Is there a one-stop shop to present
them with the basics of vaccine, as well as the specifics of COVID-19
vaccine? Yes! The Public Health Foundation recently promoted this training plan for new COVID-19 vaccine
providers. It provides a range of trainings you can use to customize the experience to the needs of your
department and staff.
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Substance use disorders in primary care webinars begin in April
An upcoming series of webinars, hosted by KU Medical Center, are designed to improve health care provider
capacity to implement evidence-based practices related to substance use disorder (SUD) prevention, screening,
early intervention, referral to treatment and risk reduction. While helpful to everyone, this series is specifically
designed for clinicians who work in the primary care setting. Continuing education credits are planned, with more info
to come.
There is no cost to participate in this series, however, pre-registration is required. Click here to register. Please
contact projectecho@kumc.edu with any questions.
Sessions will be held from noon to 1 p.m. They are:
•

April 1: “Opioid Use Disorder: The Natural History of a Wicked Problem,” Daniel Warren, M.D., University of
Kansas School of Medicine-Wichita

•

April 8: “SBIRT: Starting the Conversation about Substance Use,” Christina Boyd, LSCSW, LCAC, KU School of
Social Welfare, Hope and Wellness Resources

•

April 15: “Implementing SUD Treatment in Primary Care: A Rural Health Example,” Lacey Spohn, APRN,
Bacani/McKinney Clinic

•

April 22: “The Kansas Perceptive on the Opioid Crisis,” Jennifer Donnelly, M.P.H., Kansas Board of Pharmacy,
and Krista Machado, MS, DCCCA

•

April 29: “Strategies for Harm Reduction and Maximizing Pharmacy Partners,” Andrew Roberts, PharmD, Ph.D.,
KU Medical Center, Department of Population Health.

Chronic Disease Prevention Symposium focuses on race and chronic health
Join the virtual 19th annual Chronic Disease Prevention Symposium June 3-5. This event will bring
together professionals from various disciplines to address the needs related to chronic disease. The
focus of this year’s symposium is “The Color of Health.” This theme will focus on the intersections of
race and chronic health, and help participants learn about tools and resources for chronic disease
prevention and management. Find out more about the symposium here.

American Nurses Association releases self-care video education series
The COVID-19 Pandemic has proved to not only be taxing for physical health, but also mental health. The
American Nurses Association has developed a self-care video education series to support nurses during this
challenging time. The videos include the following topics:
•

Helpful Mental Health Resources

•

Self-Compassion Techniques

•

How to Build Resiliency, Mindfulness Meditation

•

Coping with the stress of COVID-19

•

Suicide Prevention Strategies.

You can find these short videos and more by clicking here.
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Speakers bring wide perspectives to public health topics
Continued from page 1

future health challenges led by
Dr. Brian Castrucci, of the de
Beaumont Foundation.
Also, a wide selection of breakout
sessions will be offered. Sessions
include: immigration policy,
domestic minor sex trafficking,

behavioral health, syphilis in
Kansas, drug trends, health equity,
vaccine hesitancy and racism as a
public health issue.
In addition, one-on-one technical
assistance/training on the DAISEY
or IRIS systems will be available
during the conference. Please
sign up for one or more 15-minute

sessions for DAISEY and for IRIS.
Registration is $160 with additional
fees for the pre-conference
sessions. For more details, to
view the conference brochure and
to register, click here. Sessions
will be recorded and available
for viewing for one year after the
conference.

Job Postings
Butler County Health Department

Marion County Health Department

Community Health Nurse

Health Assistant

Haskell County Health Department

Saline County Health Department

Clinic and Public Health Director

Part-time WIC Dietitian
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